
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Opioid-Treatment Linkage Model (O-TLM)

Resource Guide

How health and social service agencies can use the Cascade of Care to identify client
treatment needs and appropriate treatment options that align with empirically-established
criteria
Strategies for incorporating Cascade-informed recommendations into case plans
Methods for staff and clinicians to overcome common barriers to client referral and receipt
of services.

The Opioid-Treatment Linkage Model (O-TLM) Resource Guide offers best practices and innovative
solutions for delivering substance use (SU) and opioid use (OU) treatment to support an optimal
continuum of services. Developed within the Behavioral Health Services Cascade (Belenko, Knight,
et al., 2017) and the Opioid Cascade of Care (Williams, Nunes, & Olfson, 2017), the following
chapters represent a range of services that should be available to individuals to prevent harms from
SU and OU, including screening and assessment, referral, treatment initiation and retention, and
continuing care.

The O-TLM Resource Guide is specifically designed to help community corrections staff, community
behavioral health (CBH) providers, and medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD) clinicians expand
and enhance SU and OU treatment services for individuals reintegrating into communities upon
release from correctional facilities. The strategies and resources presented in the guide are informed
by knowledge generated from pilot studies, local community initiatives, and state and federally-funded
programs. Altogether, the content illustrates:
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